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Abstract

Utilizing the CiteSpace visualization tool, this study conducted a systematic quantitative analysis of
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1418 scholarly articles on the silver economy published between 2016 and 2025. Through keyword
co-occurrence, cluster analysis, and burst detection, the research delineates the field’s developmental
trajectory, intellectual structure, and emerging frontiers. The findings indicate that silver economy
research has evolved from an initial exploratory phase into a period of rapid growth, with a marked
surge in academic interest in recent years. Research hotspots are primarily concentrated in four core
domains: consumption behaviors of the aging population, health and elderly care services, innovative
product development for seniors, and policy support systems. Cluster analysis identified over ten dis-
tinct high-quality knowledge clusters, revealing a comprehensive research ecosystem that extends
from theoretical foundations to industrial applications, and from market needs to technological ena-
blement. Current trends suggest the silver economy is advancing toward intelligent services, digital
transformation, and cross-sectoral integration, propelling it into a phase of high-quality and sustain-
able development. This study provides a systematic knowledge map and theoretical underpinnings
for a deeper understanding of the academic landscape and future pathways of the silver economy.
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Figure 1. Statistical chart of literature publication volume
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Figure 2. Keyword co-occurrence graph
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Figure 3. Keyword clustering diagram
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Figure 4. Keyword emergence map
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